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PRO  V.  III.  27. 

JVith-hold  not  Good  from  them  to  whom  rt 
is  due ,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  thine 
hand  to  do  it . 

HIS  negative  Precept  of  Solomon , 
who  well  knew  the  State  of  the 
World,  and  Mens -Wants  and 
Demands  upon  each  other  in  it, 
infers  a  Charge  of  the  whole 
Duty  of  Charity,  the  molt  en¬ 
larged  one  of  our  Religion  ;  and 
by  limiting  the  Exercife  of  it  to  no  narrower 
Bounds,  than  thofe  which  comprehend  Mankind, 
to  all  whom  it  is  without  Exception  due\  and  by 
putting  the  Matter  of  this  moji  excellent  Gift  (by 
which  Style  a  St.  Qaul  diflinguifhes  it)  upon  the 
Stretch  to  exert  it  \  to  do  Good ,  whenever  it  is  in 
the  power  of  his  hand  to  do  it\  gives  us  at  once  an 
extended  View  of  the  Objects  of  this  our  Duty, 
and  of  the  infinite  Opportunities  we  may  have, 
from  the  infinite  Circumftances  of  Life,  to  p ta¬ 
ctile  it.  But  becaufe,  in  a  Profped  fo  large  and 
various,  the  Eye  may  be  diftraded,  and  io  the 
Objcds  be  lefs  diftindly  been  5  and  chiefly  for  that 
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this  particular  Place  and  Audience  may  well  dired 
our  Sight  to  particular  Parts  of  the  Landskip,  I 
fhall  chufe,  in  the  Defign  of  a  Difcourfe  for  the 
promoting  an  univerfal  doing  of  Good,  to  lay 
down  fuch  Confiderations  as  may,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  tend  to  their  main  End,  clearly 
reprefent  the  Parts  and  Characters  in  the  prefent 
Scene ;  and  fhall  accordingly  provide,  that,  whilft 
we  look  upon  the  feveral  Obligations  and  Motives 
to  fuch  general  Charity,  we  lofe  not  fight  of  the 
fpecial  Inftances  of  immediate  Concern.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  this  Purpofe,  I  fhall 

I/?,  Premife,  that  Charity,  as  of  moral  Obliga¬ 
tion,  Hands  at  the  Head  of  religious  Pra&ice;  and 
confider  it  as  it  is  a  principal  Part  of  Chriftianity, 
as  it  is  the  principal  Duty  of  every  good  Chriftian. 

I  Idly,  I  fhall  confider  it,  as  it  is  the  neareft  Imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Divine  Nature,  that  we  are  capable 
of. 

II \dly,  I  fhall  confider  it,  as  the  proper  and  ne- 
ceffary  Bufinels  of  this  Life.  And, 

Lajily ,  As  it  is  the  immediate  Condition  of  our 
future  Happinefs :  Adding  fuch  Minutes  and  O fi¬ 
le  r  vat  ions  upon  the  whole,  as  may  have  a  particu¬ 
lar  Afpeft  upon  the  prefent  Occafion. 

Iy?  then,  I  am  to  confider  Charity  as  a  Duty  of 
moral  Obligation,  and,  in  confequence,  as  a  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  Chriftianity. 

We  find  God  frequently  fpeaking,  in  a  com¬ 
manding  Strain,  upon  this  Subjeft-  particularly 
to  his  People  Ifracl ,  with  regard  to  one  great  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Duty,  which  may  well  reprefent  all 
2  the 
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the  other :  a  The  poor  jhall  never  ceafe  out  of  the 
land ;  therefore  I  command  thee ,  faying ,  thou  fhalt 
open  thine  hand  wide  to  thy  poor  and  to  thy  needy . 
This  and  almoft  infinite  other  plain  and  direct  In¬ 
junctions  of  the  fame  Tenour,  from  God  and  our 
Saviour,  throughout  the  Old  and  New  Te ft  ament , 
which  it  is  unneceifary  to  enter  into  the  Detail  of, 
are  abundantly  fufficient  to  exaCt  our  Obedience. 
But,  for  our  purpofe,  Charity  is  not  a  Duty  pure¬ 
ly  of  pofitive  Command  and  Inftitution,  but  fo  of 
its  own  Nature,  and  by  a  conftant  and  eternal 
Obligation.  Scripture  often  diftinguilhes  thefe 
two  Parts  of  Religion,  as  principal  and  lefs  prin¬ 
cipal,  and  makes  the  one  give  place  to  the  other, 
as  often  as  they  happen  to  come  into  Competition, 

The  Obfervation  of  the  Sabbath-Day,  for  in- 
ftance,  is  a  divine  Precept  and  Part  of  our  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  was  fo  more  ftriftly  to  the  Jews ;  yet  it 
is  fuch  a  one  as  muft  give  way  to  Works  of  Cha¬ 
rity  and  Mercy.  This  we  know  from  our  Savi¬ 
our's  Example,  who  was  accufed  by  the  fuperftiti- 
ous  Pharifees,  to  have  violated  the  Sabbath,  by 
healing  the  Sick  on  the  Sabbath-day.  But  he  re¬ 
proves  their  Hypocrify  or  Blindnefs,  that  they 
could  not  difcern,  or  would  not  acknowledge,  the 
Difference  between  Things  in  their  own  Nature 
good  and  facred,  and  thofe  made  fo  by  a  pofitive 
Command,  with  refpeCt  to  fome  farther  End ;  and 
therefore  he  fays  to  thofe  Pharifees,  b  The  Sabbath 
was  made  for  Man ,  and  not  Man  for  the  Sabbath. 

The  Jews,  who  were  lo  much  addifted  to  Cere¬ 
monies,  were  very  apt  to  confound  thefe  two  Parts 
of  Religion  :  Things  morally  good  or  evil,  and 
Things  made  fo  by  a  pofitive  Command  ;  and  our 

Saviour 
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Saviour  gives  them  many  Admonitions  and  Re¬ 
proofs  upon  that  account :  Tou  pay  tithe,  fays  he,  of 
mint,  and  anife,  and  cummin ,  and  have  omitted  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy ,  and 
faith,  Matt,  xxiii.  23.  Te  make  clean  the  outjide  of 
the  cup  and  the  platter :  hut  your  inward  part  is  full 
of  ravening  and  wickednefs.  But  rather  give  alms  as 
you  are  able ,  and  behold  all  things  are  clean  unto  you, 
Luke  xi.  3p,  41.  He  ftiil  reminds  them  of  this 
Diltindion,  and  prefers  the  Works  of  *  Charity  out 
of  a  pure  heart  and  a  good  confcience,  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  Forms,  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  Religion. 

This  was  frequently  done,  before  our  Saviour's 
Time,  by  the  Prophets  ;  who  were  a  kind  of  inter¬ 
mediate  Difpenfation  between  the  Law  and  the. 
Gofpel ;  who  endeavoured  to  raife  the  Spirit  of  the 
Jews  above  the  dead  Formalities  of  the  Law,  to 
open  and  exalt  their  Thoughts,  and  to  prepare  them 
for  a  more  intelle&ual  Religion.  The  Prophet  Da¬ 
vid  has  many  Paffages  and  Expreffions  to  this  Pur- 
pofe;  and  particularly  the  50th  Pfalm  is  a  noble 
Difcourfe  upon  this  Subject;  where  he  reprefents 
God  Almighty  as  calling  a  Contempt  upon  all  out¬ 
ward  Services  of  his  own  Law  :  b  Will  I  eat  thefefa 
of  bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  oj  goats  ?  if  I  was  hungry, 
I  would  not  tell  thee,  for  the  world  is  mine,  and  the 
fulnefs  thereof .  Offer  unto  God  thankj giving,  and 
pay  thy  vows  unto  the  Mojl  High .  He  undervalues 
the  ritual  Part  of  the  Law  in  comparifon  of  the 
moral,  though  they  were  both  of  divine  Inftitution. 

The  other  Prophets  treat  this  Matter  with  the 
fame  Spirit  and  Zeal.  Ifaiah ,  in  the  firlt  Chapter 
of  his  Prophecy,  falls  upon  this  Subjed,  expoftula- 
ting  with  the  Jews,  and  depreciating  all  their  legal 
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Performances  as  mean  and  contemptible  in  the  Eyes 
of  God,  when  compared  with  the  Virtues  of  a  pure, 
and  righteous,  and  charitable  Mind.  To  what  pur¬ 
pose  is  the  multitude  of  your  facrijices  unto  me  ?  faith 
the  Lord .  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams , 
and  the  fat  of  fed  beafs ,  ver.  1 1 .  Bring  no  more  vain 
cblations ,  incenfe  is  an  aboniination  unto  me ,  the  new 
moons  and  fabbaths  I  cannot  away  with ;  when  ye 
fpread  forth  your  hands ,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes  from 
you  \  yea ,  when  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  hear , 
ver.  13,  15.  Wafh ye,  make  you  clean ,  put  away  the 
evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes  :  feek  judg¬ 
ment,  relieve  the  oppreffed,  judge  the  fatherlefs,  plead 
for  the  widow,  ver.  16,  17.  Here,  you  fee,  the  Of¬ 
fices  of  Charity  come  in  as  the  Burden  of  the 
Charge ;  and  to  fuccour  and  relieve  the  Oppreffed, 
the  Fatherlefs,  and  Widows  in  their  Neceffities,  is 
recommended  as  a  principal  Duty,  preferable  to  all 
Burnt-offerings,  Oblations,  Incenfe,  New  Moons, 
Sabbaths,  and  all  legal  Obfervances  whatfoever; 
tho*  thefe  Obfervances  and  Services  were,  at  that 
Time,  Matters  of  divine  Right  and  Inftitution. 

And  to  name  no  more,  the  Prophet  Micah  makes 
the  fame  Diftin&ion,  and  gives  the  fame  Preference 
to  our  moral  Duties  :  a  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with 
thoufands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of 
oyl  ?  He  hath  fheweth  thee,  0  Man,  what  is  good ; 
and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
juflly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God? 

Thus  the  Prophets  always  kept  alive  that  Di~ 
ftin&ion,  between  Things  good  and  evil,  by  the 
Law  of  Nature,  and  fuch  as  were  only  lo,  by  a 
pofitive  and  temporary  Law  \  and  taught  the  Jews , 
that  their  Acceptance  with  God  depended  chiefly 
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upon  their  Duties  of  the  firft  Order.  Our  Saviour, 
in  like  manner,  confirmed  this  Do£hine  of  the 
Prophets,  both  in  Word  and  Praclice.  He  told  the 
yewsy  God  would  *  have  mercy ,  and  not  Jacripce, 
when  his  Difciples  plucked  the  Ears  of  Corn  to  re¬ 
lieve  their  Hunger  and  the  Neceffities  of  Nature  : 
As  if  he  had  laid,  Thefe  pofitive  Inflitutions  are 
fubordinate  and  inferior  to  the  Works  of  Charity ; 
which  are  the  moral  and  indifpenfable  Parts  of  Re¬ 
ligion  :  And  when  they  happen  to  ftand  in  Com¬ 
petition,  or  be  inconfiftent,  the  younger  muft  give 
place  to  the  elder,  the  inferior  to  the  fuperior. 

And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  our  Saviour  always 
fhewed  his  Difpleafure  and  Indignation  againR  the 
pharifaical  Spirit,  which  minded  outward  Obfer- 
vances  more  than  inward  Righteoufnefs ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  when  they  would  difcharge  themfelves 
of  a  Work  of  Charity,  under  Pretence  of  Religion, 
that  it  was  Ccrhany  a  Gift ,  a  Thing  dedicated  to 
the  Altar,  Mark  vii.  1 i.  And  in  another  Inftance 
againft  Charity,  he  reproves  them  as  b  making  long 
prayers ,  but  in  the  mean  time  devouring  Widows 
houfes . 

Not  that  our  Saviour,  in  any  the  Cafes  alledged, 
difapproved  of  divine  Worfhip  That  is  itfelf  a 
moral  Duty ;  nor  can  a  good  Man  be  wanting  in 
any  Afts  of  Homage  and  Obfervance,  that  God, 
who  is  Goodnefs  itfelf,  has  required.  Neither  is  it, 
that  our  Lord  ever  defigned  to  fet  aiide  the  exter¬ 
nal  Offices  of  Religion ;  or  to  allow  that  the  Times, 
or  Places,^  facred  to  God's  Honour  and  Service, 
Ihould  be  profaned.  His  own  profefled  Confor¬ 
mity  to  all  the  Jewipt  Obfervances,  and  his  form¬ 
ing  a  Prayer,  and  inftituting  Sacraments,  for  the 
publick  Ufe  of  his  Followers,  are  Evidences  of  the 
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contrary.  He  knew  the  Importance  of  thefe  Out¬ 
works  of  Religion,  to  preferve  a  Senfe  of  it  upon 
Mens  Minds,  thro*  all  the  Ages  of  his  Church ;  and 
forefaw  to  what  a  deplorable  State  of  Corruption, 
both  in  Faith  and  Manners,  a  Difregard  of  all  holy 
Ordinances  would  always  bring  them.  What  he 
intended  was,  to  condemn  in  the  cVharifees ,  their 
regarding  the  form  of go  dlinefs  more  than  the  power 
of  it ;  their  affeding  to  cover  their  Uncharitable- 
nels  under  the  Cloak  of  outward  Sandity  ;  their 
laying  too  much  Weight  upon  a  things  that  peri f 
with  the  ujing ,  to  the  overlooking  Ads  of  that 
b  Charity  which  never  fillet h  ;  of  that  c  Right eouj- 
nefs  which  remaineth  for  ever ;  and  to  poftponethe 
former,  upon  a  Competition.  Accordingly  we  find 
him  expreffing  his  Mind  upon  this  Subjed,  on  an 
Occafion  of  the  like  kind :  d  Thefe  things  ought  ye  to 
doy  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone . 

In  Concurrence  with  thefe  Sentiments  of  our 
Saviour,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  premife  thus 
much,  concerning  the  different  Parts  of  Religion, 
and  the  Order  of  them  ;  to  fliew  that  the  Duty  or 
Difpofition  before  us,  Hands  in  the  fuperior  Order 
of  Chriftian  Duties,  or  in  the  fupreme  Part  of  Re¬ 
ligion;  that  Part  which  is  univerfal,  which  the 
Prophets  and  our  Saviour  had  always  diffinguifhed 
from  the  reft,  as  fomething  of  an  higher  Nature 
and  Charader;  as  more  acceptable  to  God,  and  of 
more  Importance  to  our  Happineis. 

There  is  a  temporary  Religion,  and  there  is  an 
everlafting  Religion;  a  Religion  fitted  to  Times, 
Places,  and  Perfons,  as  that  of  Mofes ;  and  a  Reli¬ 
gion  that  is  univerfal  in  all  thole  Refpeds ;  and 
l'uch  is  that  we  are  f peaking  of;  a  general  Love  for 

B  a  our 
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our  Fellow-creatures,  and  a  conftant  Inclination  to 
do  them  good,  when  it  is  in  our  Power.  All  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  Ages,  and  Regions  of  the  Earth  are  under 
the  Obligation  of  this  univerfai  Law.  And,  if 
there  were  ten  thoul'and  Worlds  befides  ours,  this 
would  be  Religion  in  them  all,  as  Light  would  be 
Light  in  them  all. 

This  is  the  firft  Confideration,  why  we  fhould 
not  negleCt  any  the  good  Works  of  Charity,  when 
it  is  in  the  power  of  our  hand  to  do  them  ;  becaufe 
it  is  the  principal  Duty  of  our  Religion,  as  being 
univerfai  and  indilpen fable,  and  a  Perfection  in  its 
own  Nature. 

I  Idly,  It  is  not  only  a  Perfection  in  its  own  Na¬ 
ture,  but  it  is  the  neareft  Imitation  of  the  divine 
Nature  and  Perfections  that  we  are  capable  of.  We 
are  commanded  to  imitate  our  heavenly  Father, 
and  to  be  perfeCt  as  he  is  perfeCt;  and  the  Inftance 
given  us  for  our  Imitation,  is  the  fame  with  that 
before  us ;  fo  fays  our  Saviour,  a  Be  ye  perfetiy  as 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect }  who  mak- 
eth  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good ,  and 
fendeth  rain  on  the  juf  and  on  the  unjujl .  Imitate 
this  univerfai  Charity,  b  Be  merciful ,  as  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven  is  merciful. 

'Tis  true,  the  divine  Perfections  are  not  i  mi  ta¬ 
ble  by  us,  as  to  the  Degree  and  Extent  of  them : 
They  are  all  infinite  in  God.  We  cannot  be  omni¬ 
potent,  nor  omnifcient,  nor  omniprefent,  as  God  is ; 
nor  equal  him  in  any  other  Perfection  :  But  we  may 
do  good  according  to  our  Power,  and  in  our  Sphere ; 
and  thofie  who  aCt  in  an  higher  and  greater  Sphere, 
their  Benefactions  and  Influences  mult  accordingly 
be  of  greater  Extent.  To  relieve  an  Orphan,  or  a 
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Widow,  or  any  fingle  diftreffed  Perfbn,  is  an  Aft 
of  Charity,  and  as  iuch  will  not  want  its  Reward. 
To  fupport  a  decayed  Family  or  Society,  is  ftill  a 
greater  Charity.  To  preferve  a  finking  Nation, 
to  refcue  whole  Kingdoms  from  Slavery,  Oppreffi- 
on,  and  Mifery,  is  ftili  more  godlike.  But  our 
Good-wills  and  Inclinations,  our  Defires  and  Paf» 
fions,  fhould  extend  to  all  Mankind  for  their  Good ; 
and  this  is  truly  to  imitate  our  heavenly  Father. 

And,  as  this  is  the  moft  lively  Imitation  of  God 
the  Father,  fo  like  wife  of  fefus  Chrift  our  blefled 
Saviour,  who  was  the  greateft  Example  of  Charity, 
Condelcenfion,  Compaflion,  and  Good-will  to  Man¬ 
kind,  that  was  ever  yet  known  from  the  beginning 
of  the  World.  He  left  his  Seat  of  Glory,  uncloath- 
ed  himfelf  of  his  Garment  of  Light,  and  took  upon 
him  a  mortal  Body,  with  all  its  Infirmities,  for  the 
fake  of  Man.  In  this  Body  he  *went  about  doing 
goodj  healing  the  Sick  and  healing  Sinners;  and 
then  fubmitted  to  a  painful  and  ignominious  Death, 
and  gave  himfelf  a  Sacrifice  for  our  Sins,  hto  redeem 
us  from  Iniquity ,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 
people ,  zealous  of  good  works .  The  End  of  his  Un¬ 
dertaking  was  to  fave  our  Souls ;  and,  in  order  to 
that,  to  work  in  us  Charity,  and  a  pure  Mind  and 
Life ;  or  to  purify  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people ,  zealous 
of  good  works . 

"Tis  true,  although  by  that  ineftimable  Gift  of 
himfelf,  a  Way  is  opened  for  the  Acceptance  of  all 
that  w'e  make  ;  yet  neither  can  we  come  up  to  our 
Saviour  in  the  Meafure  of  his  Charity.  He  left  Hea¬ 
ven  to  vifit  a  forlorn  People,  a  funk  and  degenerate 
Part  of  the  Creation,  and  purchaled  their  Redem¬ 
ption  at  the  Price  of  his  Blood.  Thele  Things  are 
inimitable  i  But  we  may  do  all  good  Offices,  both 

to 
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to  particular  Perfons,  and  to  all  Mankind  in  gene¬ 
ral,  within  the  Compals  of  our  Abilities;  a as  we 
have  opportunity ,  doing  good  unto  all  men ,  in  relieving 
the  DiftrefTed,  and  making  every  one's  Condition  as 
happy  or  as  tolerable  as  we  can ;  with-holding  no  good 
thing,  upon  a  proper  Demand  and  Occafion,  that  it 
is  in  the  power  of  our  hand  to  do ;  not  refuting  to 
expofe  our  Lives  and  our  Fortunes  for  the  publick 
Welfare.  And  thefe  are  the  neareft  Imitations  of 
God  and  our  Saviour,  that  we  are  capable  of ;  and 
we  have  the  Satisfa&ion  of  being  allured,  that  God 
will  b  accept  according  that  a  man  hath ,  and  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  he  hath  not . 

II \dly.  This  good  Dilpofition  of  Mind  is  made 
one  of  the  immediate  Conditions  of  our  future  Hap- 
pinels ;  as  it  is  alio  a  necelfary  Qualification  for  a 
State  of  Glory.  Thus  fays  our  Saviour,  When  the  Son 
op  man  Jhall  cane  in  his  glory ,  he  will  divide  Man¬ 
kind  into  two  Parts  or  Orders,  good  and  bad  ;  and 
to  the  Good  he  will  lay,  c  Come  ye  blefftd  op'  my  Fa¬ 
ther ,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  por  you.  Now 
who  are  thefe  BleflTed  ?  and  what  is  their  Title  to 
this  Happinefs?  It  follows  in  our  Saviour's  Words, 
For  I  was  an  hungred ,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was 
thirjly ,  and  ye  gave  me  drink ;  I  was  a  Jlr anger ,  and 
ye  took  me  in  ;  naked ,  and  ye  cloathed  me  :  I  was  fck , 
and  ye  vifited  me ;  I  was  in  prijon ,  and  ye  came  unto 
me.  Here  you  fee  the  Works  of  Charity,  in  the  le- 
veral  Inftances  of  them,  are  given  as  the  Realons 
or  Conditions  of  our  entering  into  a  State  of  Blef- 
lednefs. 

And  thus  much  for  the  third  Con  liberation  : 
This  Virtue  of  Charity  is  an  immediate  Gofpel- 
condition  of  our  future  Happineis.  To  which  may 

be 
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be  added,  that  it  is  (if  I  may  fo  fay)  a  natural 
Caufe  of  it,  or  fuch  a  Temper  of  Mind  as  may  be 
called  beatifick;  in  that  it  difpofes  and  fits  us  for 
a  State  of  Glory.  It  does  apparently,  in  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Thing,  prepare  Men  for  Admiflion  into 
the  quiet  Regions  of  Peace  and  Love.  It  enlarges 
the  Soul,  and  opens  it  to  all  divine  Communicati¬ 
ons  and  Influences ;  and,  as  it  intitles  them  to  the 
Rewards,  fo  it  qualifies  them  for  the  Enjoyments  of 
Heaven;  which  an  uncharitable  Man  could  not  re- 
lifli,  could  he  be  in  pofTeflion  of  them. 

Lajily ,  We  are  to  confider,  that  this  is  a  Virtue 
proper  and  necefTary  to  this  Life,  without  which 
this  World  cannot  fubfift.  In  Heaven,  there  are 
no  Objects  of  Pity,  no  Rage  of  a  diftempered  Brain 
to  ftill,  or  guard  againfl: ;  no  phantaftick  Titles  or 
Kingdoms,  no  airy  Hopes,  nor  vain  Fears,  the 
peculiar  Produce  of  a  fubl unary  World.  No  fick  in 
any  way,  or  lame,  or  diftreffed,  or  miferable  :  Nor 
is  there  any  Danger  there  from  the  Madnefs  of  Dil- 
folutenefs  and  Debauchery  ;  any  Want  of  Reftraints 
againfl:  the  Outrage  of  Offenders,  or  of  charitable 
Corrections  to  reclaim  them.  This  Earth  is  the 
Stage,  and  the  only  Place,  where  this  Virtue  can 
and  rnuft  be  exerciled.  We  fhould  here  live,  as 
among  Savages,  unfafe  both  in  our  Properties  and 
Perfons,  were  there  no  Curb  put  upon  Mens  head- 
flrong  and  unruly  Paffions;  and  a  great  Part  of 
Mankind  would  perifh,  did  we  not  relieve  one  ano¬ 
ther,  in  our  Wants  and  Neceffities. 

This  World  is  a  great  Heap  of  Good  and  Evil 
mixed  together,  of  Happinefs  and  Mifery;  and, 
upon  a  juft  Computation,  I  am  afraid,  the  mifera¬ 
ble  Part  would  be  found  the  more  numerous.  If 
a  Man  had  a  View  at  once,  of  all  the  Objefis  of 
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Pity  and  Companion  in  this  World  ;  of  all  the  di- 
ftreffed  and  afflided  in  feveral  Ways  ;  of  the  lick 
and  difeafed,  of  the  naked  and  hungry;  of  the 
Priioners,  Captives  and  Slaves :  If  a  Man  eould 
at  once  fee  all  thefe  miferable  Creatures,  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Earth,  languifhing  in  Mifery,  and 
calling  for  Death  to  relieve  them,  no  Mortal,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  would  be  able  to  endure  the  Sight;  it  would 
melt  his  Heart,  or  turn  his  Brain.  Yet  thefe  are 
all  prefent  at  once  to  the  Eye  of  God  Almighty; 
and  we  fliould  make  them  prefent  to  our  Thoughts, 
and  refleft  upon  them,  if  we  would  know  our  Du¬ 
ty,  and  the  true  State  of  Mankind. 

We  read  that  the  Devil,  when  he  tempted  our 
Saviour,  a  took  him  unto  an  high  mountain ,  and /hew¬ 
ed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earthy  and  the  glory 
of  them .  Had  he  fliewed  him  all  the  Kingdoms  of 
the  Earth,  and  the  Mifery  of  them,  there  had 
been  no  great  Temptation  in  the  Sight. 

We  are  happy  in  our  Ignorance,  that  we  do  not 
fee,  nor  know  the  thoufandth  Part  of  the  Mifery 
that  is  in  the  World.  'Tis  faid  in  the  b  A&s  of  the 
j4po files ,  that  in  the  City  of  Jerufalem ,  they  brought 
forth  their  fck  into  the  flreet ,  and  laid  them  on  beds 
and  couches ,  that  they  might  be  touched  by  the  faadow 
of  St.  Peter  faffing  by.  If  in  this  great  City,  where 
we  live,  or  any  other,  every  Houfe  fhould  expole 
their  Sick  in  Beds  or  Pallets  in  the  Streets,  the 
whole  City  would  be  like  one  great  Hofpital. 
And  the  whole  Earth  is  no  better,  if  we  could 
have  a  Prolpeft  of  all  the  Sick,  and  the  Lame,  and 
the  Blind,  and  the  Wounded ;  and  of  all  that  are 
in  Pain  and  Torments  in  this  Life.  Yet  thefe  In¬ 
firmities  of  the  Body,  are  but  one  Sort  of  Calami¬ 
ty  incident  to  Man's  Life.  Lofs  of  a  found  Mind, 
Want  of  lit  Means  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
aMatt.  iv.  s.  b  Chap.  v.  15.  Under- 
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Underftanding,  or  for  the  Dircdion  of  Pradice ;  Ad- 
verfity  and  Poverty,  Innocency  wronged,  Virtue  op* 
preffed,  thole  that  are  perlecuted  for  Righteoufnefs- 
lake,  that  fuffer  for  a  good  Confidence  ;  all  thefe  are 
the  Objeds  of  oar  Charity;  all  thefe  call  aloud  for  our 
Help  and  Affiftance,  to  make  the  Burden  of  Life  to¬ 
lerable.  And  there  are  lb  many  Ways  of  being  cala¬ 
mitous,  in  this  State  of  Mortality  and  Weaknefs,  that 
it  is  ablolutely  neceffary  for  the  Subfiftence  of  the 
World,  that  we  Ihould  live  in  the  Exercife  of  Huma¬ 
nity,  Charity,  and  mutual  Beneficence. 

Neither  is  it  only  neceflfary  for  the  fake  of  others,  but 
alfo  for  our  own  lake,  and  in  Confideration  of  the 
Evils  that  may  befall  ourfelves.  No  Man  has  Security 
in  this  Life  that  he  lhall  never  come  to  want,  that  he 
Ihall  never  Hand  in  need  of  the  Help  and  Affiftance  of 
his  Brethren.  The  Wheel  of  Providence  is  continu¬ 
ally  in  Motion ;  the  Scenes  of  this  World  have  fre¬ 
quent  Changes,  and  we  know  not  what  part  we  may 
be  put  to  ad  before  we  die.  Suppofe  a  Man  to  Day 
in  full  Plenty  and  Prolperity,  and,  by  the  Regularity 
of  his  Condud,  has  a  moral  Security  to  continue  lb  j 
yet  there  are  Misfortunes  and  Calualties,  and  both 
publick  and  private  Difafters,  which  no  Condud  can 
prevent. 

This  Ihould  always  make  us  compaffionate  to  the 
Diftreffed  and  Miferable,  in  Confideration  of  the  In- 
liability  and  Uncertainty  of  human  Affairs  ;  and  that 
we  ought  to  do  to  others,  as  we  would  be  done  by  our 
felves,  in  the  like  Circumftances.  Therefore,  when 
we  fee  fuch  Objeds,  we  Ihould  refled  and  think  with 
ourfelves;  this  may  be  my  Cafe,  or  my  Children's 
Cafe,  or  the  Cafe  of  my  beft  Friends,  or  neareft  Rela¬ 
tions,  at  one  time  or  other ;  and,  as  I  would  have 
them,  or  myfelf  treated,  when  it  comes  to  be  our 
T  urn,  lb  let  me  treat  this  poor  Creature,  who  now 
wants  my  Charity.  C  Thefe 
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Thefe  Things  being  confider’d,  you  fee  upon  ail 
Accounts,  that  the  whole  Duty  of  a  Chriftian,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  our  Neighbour  and  Fellow-creature,  is  re- 
folved  upon  the  Matter  into  one  Thing,  namely,  to 
practife  Charity  to  him.  That  this  is  a  Virtue  of  all 
Times,  Stations,  Places;  not  adopted  into  our  Reli¬ 
gion  by  a  pofitive  Law ;  but  fo  of  its  own  Nature, 
and  an  eiTential  part  of  it..  This  is  alfo  the  ncareft 
Imitation  of  the  divine  Nature,  that  we  are  capable 
of;  the  moft  lively  Image  of  God  in  Man.  And  the 
great  Condition  of  our  future  Happinefs,  both  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Order  of  the  Gofpel,  and  according  to  that 
of  Nature.  And  in  the  laft  Place,  that  it  is  the  pro¬ 
per  Bufinefs  of  this  Life,  neceffary  for  the  Subfiftence 
of  Mankind. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  the  principal  Obli¬ 
gations  and  Motives  to  the  Practice  of  Charity,  and  to 
a  Degree  pointed  to  all  the  Inftances  of  it,  it  may  per¬ 
haps  be  thought  requifite,  to  afcertain  the  Proporti¬ 
ons  of  it;  that,  whereas  all  are  expe£ted  to  be  merci¬ 
ful  after  their  Power,  each  Perfon  may  know  how  to 
latisfy  the  Demand  upon  him,  in  this  Behalf,  upon 
every  Occalion ;  and  may  be  apprifed,  when  he  may 
be  deem'd  guilty  of  with-holding  good  from  them  to 
whom  it  is  duey  upon  the  Confiderations  offer'd,  in  Con¬ 
travention  to  the  Text.  But,  as  it  is  not  eafy  to  pre- 
fcribe  Rules,  and  Meafures,  and  Proportions  to  Men's 
Charity,  fo  neither  is  it  neceffary.  However,  there  are 
certain  Cafes,  which  do  plainly  and  evidently  fall  un¬ 
der  the  Cenfure  of  Uncharitablenefs As  when  we  are 
profufe  and  prodigal  in  fpending  upon  ourfelves,  our 
Pleafures  and  Vanities,  but  very  referved  and  fparing 
In  relieving  the  Neceflities  of  others..  When  to  do  a 
magnificent  Aftion,  or  a  vain-glorious  Liberality,  we: 
are  very  generous ;  but  to  give  private  Alms,  and  re- 
the  Poor,  without  Sound  of  Trumpet,  this  we 
2  pafe 
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pafs  by,  as  mean  and  contemptible.  When  we  are 
more  eafy  and  free,  to  give  a  Gratuity  or  a  Penfion  to 
a  pleafant  Companion  or  a  Flatterer,  than  to  a  poor 
Widow  or  a  fatherlefs  Child.  -  When  we  are  not  con¬ 
tent  to  live  according  to  our  Rank  and  Quality,  but 
affect  Excefs  and  Singularity  in  fuch  Expences ;  and 
yet  are  without  Compaffion  to  thofe  that  are  in  real 
Wants.  This  is  a  falle  and  fraudulent  Diftribution  of 
thole  good  Things  which  God  has  given  us ;  all  to  our 
felves,  and  nothing  to  others.  But  there  is  another 
Evil,  which,  in  fome  Senfe,  is  worfe  than  this  ;  when 
we  are  neither  good  to  ourfelves  nor  others,  but  ido¬ 
lize  our  Silver  and  Gold,  and  keep  it  as  a  facred  thing, 
not  to  be  touched  ;  when  we  *make  not  friends  of  our 
unrighteous  Mammon ,  neither  in  this  W orld,  nor  in  the 
World  to  come.  This  is  h  a  vanity  under  the  fun ,  when 
God  hath  given  riches ,  and  no  power  to  ufe  them . 

There  is  ftilla  worfe  Degree  of  Uncharitablerxfs  than, 
any  of  thefe  ;  when  we  c  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor ,  and 
take  any  Advantage  of  their  Weaknefs  and  Indigency, 
to  opprefs  and  overbear  them,  and  enrich  ourfelves  by 
fuch  miferable  Spoils.  But  thofe  that  live  in  any  of 
thefe  Practices,  can  fure  have  no  juft  Pretenfions  to 
Chriftianity. 

But  for  the  Credit  of  our  Religion,  as  well  as  for  the 
Advancement  of  it,  and  for  the  univerlal  Good  of  our 
Country,  we  have  a  quite  other  Character  and  Con¬ 
duct  exemplified  in  the  Contributors  to  the  very  ufe- 
ful  Foundations,  on  Behalf  of  which  we  are  here  af- 
fembled ;  as  will  appear  by  the  Report,  which  will  be 
now  read  to  you. 

\fHere  the  Report  of  the  fever al  Hofpitals  was  readd] 

The  good  Purpoles  of  thefe  Inftitutions,  and  their 
refpective  Powers  to  anfwer  them,  may  be  gathered 
from  this  Report  j  a  Report  not  artfully  framed  and 

C  a  contrived 
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contrived  to  cover  the  Mifapplication  or  Embezzle¬ 
ment  of  publick  Treafures,  to  the  Impoverifhment  or; 
Ruin  of  the  Parties  interefted  in  them ;  but  a  bare, 
and  undifguifed  Recital  of  the  Ads  of  Corporations. 
truly  charitable  ;  fufficient  indeed  to  do  Honour  to  the 
Founders,  and  Benefadors,  and  Managers ;  yet  fuch, 
as  that  nothing  can  lye  more  open  to  us,  on  Occafion 
of  it,  than  their  Inability  to  carry  their  feveral  Plans,, 
in  any  competent  Degree,  into  Execution.  a  The  har- 
vef  truly  is  great,  bat  the  Labourers  are ,  comparative¬ 
ly,  few ..  The  weighty  Undertakings  confeffedly  re¬ 
quire  more  Hands  to  weildthem  ;  and  it  is  one  prin¬ 
cipal  End  of  this  Meeting,  to  call  for  Help  and  At- 
fiftance,  towards  carrying  on  a  Work,  which  nothing 
but  the  united  Strength  of  Societies  could  reafonably 
have  attempted;  nothing  Ids  than  the  Concurrence 
of  the  whole  Nation  can  effedually  accomplifh* 

The  Inftances  of  Charity  laid  before  you,  bear  an 
Analogy  to  thofe  mighty  Works ,  which  our  Saviour 
wrought,  for  the  Confirmation  of  our  Religion ;  as  the 
beneficent  Ads  that  atteftedhis  Million  (and  in  Effed. 
all  his  Miracles  were  iuch)  were  among  thofe  he  re¬ 
commended  to  our  Imitation.  The  Particulars  yon 
have  in  the  Meflage,  which  he  returned  by  two  of  his, 
Dilciples,  to  John  the  Baptift:,  b  Go  and  few  John 
again  thofe  things  which  ye  do  hear  and  fee ;  the  blind 
receive  their  fght ,  and  the  lame  zvalk ;  the  lepers  are 
cleanfed ,  and  the  deaf  hear ;  the  dead'are  raifed  up,  and * 
the  poor  have  the  gofpel  preached  to  them.  Thefe  fub- 
lime  Adions  and  correfpondent  Expreffions  may,  in  a. 
good  Senfe,  be  applied  to,  and  explained  to  denote, 
many  the  pradicable  Duties  of  human  Charity  ;  as  the 
like  Terms  are,  in  Fad,  ufed  by  holy  Jab,  on  occafi- 
Qn  of  his  own  Beneficence,  when  in  his  Profperity:  CT; 
was  eyes y  fays-  he,  to  the  blind \  and  feet  was  I  to  the' 

lame ; ; 
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h tme\  I  was  a  father  to  the  poor ,  and  I  brake  the  jaws 
oj  the  wicked .  The  Allufions  to  our  prefent  Cafe  are 
obvious  and  pertinent,  both  in  the  View  of  the  Great- 
nefs  of  the  good  Works,  and  of  the  Difficulty  of  per¬ 
forming  them. 

To  give  a  Sight  and  Senfe  of  their  Duty,  to  Men 
whole  Eyes  have  heen  either  ignorantly  or  wilfully 
fhut  againft  it ;  a  To  give  light  to  them  that  jit  in  dark - 
Kefs,  and  in  the  jhadow  of  death ,  and  to  guide  their  feet 
into  the  way  oj' peace :  bTo  charm  the  Ears  that  are 
deaf ,  that  are  flopped ,  and  refufe  to  hear  ;  and  to  open 
them  to  the  Voice  of  Admonition  and  Reproof.  To 
melt  the  Hearts  of  the  obdurate,  by  c  fmiting  the  rock 
with  a  rod ,  to  the  making  waters  of  Contrition  and 
Penitence  gujh  out ;  and  to  d  heal  by  j Tripes .  e  To  raije 
men  from  the  death  oj' Jin  to  a  life  of  righteoujhefs.  To 
give  Medicine  to  heal  all  Sicknels  and  Indifpolition 
of  the  Body,  or  the  Underftanding,  or  the  Will.  To 
provide  Labour  for  the  idle,  unemployed,  and  help- 
lefs  Poor ;  and,  in  a  word,  to  render  the  ulelefs  Mem¬ 
bers,  whether  of  the  Body  natural,  civil,  or  religious, 
all  lerviceable  to  themfelves,  and  to  the  publicity 
-  prof  table  both  for  the  life  that  now  is ,  and  for  that 
which  is  to  come .  Thefe  are  the  various,  the  glorious 
and  god-like  Defigns  propofed  by  the  Elfablifhmenta 
we  have  in  view  j  and  which  we  truft  will,  by  God  s 
Bleffing,  continue  to  be,  as  they  have  hitherto  been3 
well  and  duly  executed ;  but  which  apparently  require 
proportionable  Funds  of  Money,  for  the  carrying  them 
on,  and  the  utmoft  Care  and  Fidelity  in  the  placing 
and  Dire&ion  of  fuch  Stock.  And,  confidering  the 
many  Difcouragements  that  hinder  S  in  running  the 
race  hepe  fet  before  us ;  the  many  Obftacles  that  lie  im 

the 
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the  way  to  the  defired  Goal  and  End,  from  a  licenti¬ 
ous,  felfifli  and  extravagant  Age;  from  a  an  evil  and 
adulterous  generation ,  fuch  as  obftruded  the  Courfe 
even  of  our  Saviour's  Miracles.  When  fo  little  of  the 
true  Life  and  Spirit  of  his  Religion  remains,  that  it  is 
accounted  almoft  ridiculous,  not  to  turn  all  our  Ta¬ 
lents  and  Opportunities  of  employing  them,  to  pri¬ 
vate  Advantage  and  Luxury ;  for  Men  not  to  ufe  all 
the  mean  and  mercenary  Arts  they  are  Mahers  of,  to 
gratify,  enrich  and  aggrandize  themfelves,  whatever 
becomes  of  the  reft  of  Mankind.  And  efpecially, 
when  fo  many  Breaches  of  important  Truft  are  feen ; 
feen  tobefometimes  more  than  palliated;  as  if  Fraud, 
Corruption,  Perfidy,  and  Uncharitablenefs,  were  of 
the  Number  of  the  VICES>  that  are  forfooth  ‘P  UB- 
LICK  BENEFITS. 

Upon  thefe  Confiderations,  I  fay,  it  might  be 
deemed  little  lefs  than  a  Miracle,  if  the  Succels  here 
were  anfwerable  to  the  mighty  Enterprise.  Never- 
thelefs,  God  be  praifed,  the  Health  and  Vigor,  which 
appear  in  the  Face  of  thefe  Societies,  forbid  Defpair ; 
and  are  a  palpable  Evidence,  that  the  Influence  of 
Religion  is  not  yet  quite  loft  from  among  us.  If  we 
take  Stand  here,  we  have  a  fairer  Mark,  a  plainer  To¬ 
ken  of  this  Influence,  than  perhaps  any  other  Situa¬ 
tion  whatever  can  give.  In  the  Overfeers  and  Encou- 
ragers  of  thefe  Labours  of  Love ,  we  fee  the  Excellency 
and  Importance,  the  good  Effefts  and  Bleffings  of  Cha¬ 
rity,  in  the  ftrongeft  Light.  Their  Examples  give  a 
kind  of  Body  to  the  Virtue,  and  make  it,  as  it  were, 
the  Objed  of  our  Senfes.  We  fee  it  here  act  before  us, 
and  are  to  a  great  degree  Eye-witnefTes,  how  diffu- 
five  it  is.  In  the  Reprefentatives  of  one  or  other  of 
thefe  Seminaries  and  Hofpitals,  we  fee  it  educate  poor 
Orphans  in  the  Religion,  by  the  Force  and  Energy  of 
which,  they  are  provided  for  in  this  Life,  and  prepa- 
a  Matt,  xii,  39.  and  xvi.  4.  red 
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red  for  a  more  lafting  and  happy  one.  We  fee  it  form 
every  Youth  to  inch  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  their  refpe- 
dive  Talents  and  Capacities  promife  the  greateff  Im¬ 
provement  in,  for  their  own  and  the  puhlick  Intereft ; 
particularly  intruding  confiderable  Numbers  in  that 
kind  of  Knowledge,  which  is  beyond  all  other  neceffa- 
ry  for  the  Defence  and  for  the  flouriihing  Eftate  of  a 
trading  Ifland.  We  fee  it,  in  its  Sphere  and  Meafure, 
perform  the  part  of  divine  Providence :  A  Father  of 
the fatherlcfs,  an  Advocate  for  the  widow ,  and  an  Hei¬ 
fer  of  the  friendlefs.  We  fee  it  give  Bread  to  the  Hun¬ 
gry,  Cloaths  to  the  Naked,  Comfort  to  the  Afflicted ; 
and  turn  Pain,  Sickneis,  Want,  and  every  other  Grief, 
by  proper  Reliefs,  into  Joy  and  Thankfgiving.  And, 
for  Miferies  that  are  too  fhocking  to  bear  being  repre- 
fented  in  this  Scene,  we  hear  Cares  accommodated  to 
them,  in  a  faithful  Narration.  If  the  Neceffitous,, 
particularly  in  this  City,  are  ftill  numerous,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  utmoft  Efforts  of  thefe  Bodies  for  their 
Relief,  as'tis  acknowledged  they  are:  You  fee  here  a 
religious  Truft  in  God  for  the  Supply  of  what  is  defi¬ 
cient  ;  and  rational  Hopes  that  no  good  Chriftian  will 
refufe  to  caft  his  Mite  into  their  Treafury,  the  Store- 
houfe  of  fo  much  common  Benefit.  In  the  mean? 
while,  it  is  no  common  Merit,  that  they  have  proceed¬ 
ed  thus  far;  that  a  Building,  where  the  Ground-plot  is 
fo  large,  that  thefe  ample  Sanduaries  of  all  Diftrels,, 
Ihould  have  been  carried  to  the  height  they  are,  at  a. 
Time  when  one  may  fay,  without  being  over-queru¬ 
lous,  that  the  Demands  both  of  Avarice  and  Prodiga¬ 
lity  are  too  importunate.  When  on  the  one  hand,  fo 
much  Wealth  lies  dead  in  the  Mifer’s  Coffers ;  and 
there  is  feen  on  the  other,  fo  much  Profufion  of  it  up¬ 
on  vain  Pleafures  and  impure  Affedions.  When  the 
Waters  of  the  Springs,  whence  Charity  Ihould  moft 
flow,  are  either  flopped  or  conyeyed  through  other 
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Channels  ;  and  even  thole  Streams,  which  are  pre¬ 
tended  to  carry  with  them  the  Benefits  of  it,  are  too 
often  found  to  be  diverted  or  polluted.  Not  that 
there  is  need  of  feeking  for  Matter  of  Encomium  on 
the  Governours  of  the  prefent  Charities,  in  the  Com¬ 
panion  of  a  corrupt  and  degenerate  Age;  as  if  the 
jLuftre  of  thefe  Lights  appeared  only,  by  their  fhining 
in  a  dark  Llace.  No ;  they  want  no  Contrail:  or  Shade 
to  fet  them  off;  their  Adminiftration  would  be  emi¬ 
nent,  had  the  Name  of  an  infamous  Director  never 
been  heard  of.  As  it  is  for  their  lingular  Honour, 
that  they  came  into  this  Province,  without  Brigue  or 
Bribery,  which  generally  lead  the  way  to  Polls  of  Di- 
ftin&ion ;  fo  have  they  that  of  having  gone  through 
all  the  Cares,  employed  all  the  Powers,  and  fatisfied 
all  the  Demands  of  it,  without  the  Imputation  or 
Sufpicion  of  any  felfilh  Regard ;  conformably  to  the 
Charafter  of  the  Virtue  that  engaged  them  in  it, 
which  a  feeketh  not  her  own .  Go  on  from  frength  to 
ftrength  ;  and  may  b  he  that  miniflreth  feed  to  the 
fower ,  both  multiply  your  feed  fown ,  and  increafe  the 
fruits  of  your  righteoufnefs  and  liberality .  May  the 
God  of  all  Bounty  and  Compaffion  profper  the  Work 
of  your  Hands  zipon  you  ;  and  may  thefe  c  Alms  be  had 
in  reme?nbrance  in  the  fight  of  God  and  Man,  both  in 
this  World  and  a  better. 

3  j  Cor.  xiii,  5.  b  2  Cor.  ix.  1  o,  c  Ads  x.  3 1 . 
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